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Western District Community Centre - Attraction Highlights
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Stop 1: Ground Lobby
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Western District Community Centre is accommodated at the
premises of the Old Tsan Tuk Maternity Hospital on Western
Street. The Old Tsan Yuk Maternity Hospital was established by
the Chinese Public Dispensaries Committee and opened in 1922.
It was the first maternity hospital for Chinese women in Hong
Kong with objectives of providing maternity services and
training Chinese midwives in modern method. To cater for the
rapidly increasing demand for maternity services in the post-war
period, the Old Tsan Yuk Maternity Hospital was relocated to the

new premises on Hospital Road in 1955.

The Main Building of Old Tsan Yuk Maternity Hospital was
converted into a community centre named “Tsan Yuk Social
Centre” from 1961 to 1971, and renamed “Western District
Community Centre” in 1973. Until now, it has continued to play
a significant role in serving the local community in public

healthcare and well-being.
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The Old Tsan Yuk Maternity Hospital exemplifies the co-
operation between Chinese leaders and Western medical
professionals in the early development and provision of
maternal health services in Hong Kong. It also bears witness to
the emergence of a cluster of important medical facilities in the

Central and Western District in the late 19th century.
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Stop 2: Facade of the Main Building

EEE R TR P RS
Rl s AN > AATE R &
#h b U - dbw EA #
JE o EARPR AW R A
& BahaUtE -

TR E Sy BT I AV E
EEEIREED - [REZETT
T RIIEIE B ZE 3 Y 46 » IEAL
YA W - AL RN
BlE  —EESEEEE - AX
SHYVUHE 2B TRER FH AT AR 4
DIt eEE e fL R -

The Main Building of Old Tsan Yuk Maternity Hospital, designed
and constructed by Messrs Little, Adams and Wood, is
constructed on a sloping terrain and is four-storey high with a
basement at its northern end. It features neoclassical

architectural style combined with Chinese elements.

Over the centre section of the second floor is a projecting
canopy with a dentil cornice and alternate square and circle-
shaped motifs on the soffit. This central section is flanked by two
blocks, each featuring blind arches, blind oculi, and a plain
canopy over the top of the third floor. The hip and valley roof
has a timber truss system that supports the double-layered pan-

and-roll tiles.




RIEMBERSEFTEK - BER
1939 £EAE EARRIB S ITE—/E
fE i L& R 25 B E LAY TS
T o EINIERAES MR FH 4L 5
W) - AL > B ERE
YIt+ocs -

To cope with the demand for the hospital’s services, one storey
was added to each of the two end wings of the Main Building in
1939 as quarters for the matrons and midwives in training. By
using red bricks for the exterior of these extensions and
continuing the pattern of quoins at the wall corners, these

additions harmoniously match with the original fabric.
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Stop 3: Main Entrance
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Facing Western Street, the front elevation of the Main Building
is symmetrical in design with a granite portico at the centre
surmounted by an open pediment over the main entrance, and
is flanked by two pairs of Tuscan columns.

The granite lintel bears the inscription “BS%[%" (Tsan Yuk
Hospital) in regular script written by Chan Pak-tao, a Qing official
and scholar. The granite panels flanking the Tuscan columns are
inscribed with the Chinese couplet “#F4: 7 257 {f/RDLE
18” (literally means “life-cherishing defines virtue; infant-
guarding shapes compassion” ) in regular script by Lai Tsi-hsi,
another Qing official and scholar. The lintel and the couplet at

the entrance signify the close association between the hospital
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and the Chinese community, as well as its dedication to the care

of the local residents.

The plinth of the Main Building is composed of coursed rubble
masonry pointed with double-struck joint finishes. It is used to
level the height difference of the site and also forms the exterior
of the basement and ground floor. Above the plinth are the
load-bearing red brick walls, which form the exterior from the
first to the third floor. The bricks are laid in English bond with
guoins to accentuate the wall corners, enhancing the building’s

visual character.
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Stop 4: Interior of the Main Building

TSI ER M R o AR
& R EEFRG R EESEE T
R EAIE ST £ - JRAE L
T afife 24 e % > TEEEA &
BT -

= WA A B O B Y R SR 4
@ BREEFRGAEREAEE

e~ HTEiERES o

The interior layout of the building follows a symmetrical plan
and is minimally decorated throughout. The most imposing
feature is the spiral main staircase that surrounds a central well.
The concrete balustrade with geometrical patterns is topped

with a metal handrail.

Other architectural features remaining in situ can also be seen
inside the building, including the granite niches behind the main

entrance and some transom windows, etc.
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Stop 5: Rear Elevation of the Main

Building
AN

ENHIIETE LA AR
YL A4 ML E HY TR A

Rlc e BERYIHRIE » KA
BVEBIER - EEEITITERANI
BT - BEERILE M R
JEeAE B KA

The spiral main staircase inside the building forms the

projecting bay at the rear elevation of the Main Building.

Some additions and alterations to the Main Building, including
addition of two concrete fire escapes at the rear elevation, were
carried out to adapt the building to the changes in its use and

fulfil the statutory requirements.
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Stop 6: Annex Block
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Demand for maternity services increased rapidly after the war.
When the neighbouring West Point Dispensary closed down in
1949, Old Tsan Yuk Maternity Hospital acquired this two-storey
building as an annex. A doorway on the second floor of the
staircase of the Main Building gives access to the bridge

connecting the Main Building and the adjacent Annex Block.

This two-storey building is currently a Grade 2 historic building.
It is now occupied by a non-profit-making organisation that

hosts activities related to history, culture, and heritage.




